BRXEFXNg PAPER POK TIE ?R£SIDZNT'S PRESS CONFERENCE 

November 20, 1962 

SUBJECT* Intcllieenco gap on exlstenoe of 
offensive weapons in Cuba 


QUESTION; How do you explain the so-called Intelligence 
gap in determining tho existence of offensive 
weapons In Cuba? 

ANSWER* On the question of intelligence about Soviet arms 
in Cuba, let me simply say this. Throughout the 
months preceding the discovery of offensive mis- 
siles in CJba, the many resources of the intelli- 
gence community were steadily directed *c ana- 
lyzing, disproving, or verifying all rumor 3 and 
reports about Soviet activities in Cu^ This 
was a major imdertalcing; involving as it did 
not only the separation of accurate reports from 
inaccurate ones, but also tho systematic ooutlnu* ' 
ation of intelligence collection activiti-oi', 
The first moment that hard intelligence o£ tne 
existence of offensive missiles in Cuba was ob- 
tained on October 15, the policy discussJons be- 
gan which led to tho decision announced October 22 . 

In a field as complicated as Intelligence, the 
available inf ormatr on is rarely all that is needed 
or desired. However, X can assure you in all 
seriousness that knowledge of tho developing situ- 
ation in Cuba represented not 'an intelligence 
failure, but a major intelligence triumph, T be- 
lieve that all Americans owe a debt of gratitude tc 
the Director of Central Intelligence, fr. HcCone, 
Gsid to all the members of the intelligence 00m- 
munlty who crupper ted him. in his efforts. I am 
sure you will agree with me that the public inter- 
est will not be served by detailed sp& culation 
concerning tho Internal operations of this i&telli- 
g&nee effort, 


